
A Message from our CEO, Dr. Laurie George
MISSION UNITED Initiative
 

U.S. military veterans are some of our country’s greatest 
heroes! However, transition back into civilian life isn’t 
always easy. Veterans can find themselves underemployed, 
unable to access physical and mental health treatment, or 
struggling to maintain adequate housing. Nearly 50% of 

veterans who need treatment for mental health conditions seek it, yet only half of those receive even minimally 
adequate care. With more than 85,000 veterans in our community, it’s critical that we advocate for those who 
served by ensuring they have the resources necessary to lead healthy lives.

 
MISSION UNITED is an initiative led by United Way of Palm Beach 
County that coordinates critical resources for veterans and their 
families with a single-entry point to the help they need. Through 
partnerships with 2-1-1 Helpline and Legal Aid Society, veterans 
and their families are connected to affordable housing support, 
employment services, education, legal assistance, health care and 
other resources. These programs can be accessed by dialing 2-1-1 
or texting their zip code to 898211.

This mission is a personal one for me. My oldest son, Casey, has 
enlisted in the Marine Corps. Going through the enlistment process 

with Casey has given me a deeper appreciation for our service members and their dedication to protecting our 
country. While we can never truly repay our veterans for the sacrifices they have made, we look forward to 
doing our part to remember that this is the land of the free because of the brave. To all of our military men and 
women past and present, we thank you for your service. 

If you would like to learn more about Mission United and how to help support our efforts, please feel free to 
reach out to me directly.  Together, we can make a difference.
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How to Reduce Your Taxes by Giving to Charity

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs), are currently the fastest 
growing form of charitable giving. With approximately 10,000 baby 
boomers per day turning the eligible age of 70 ½, coupled with key 
changes to the tax code, we have seen a rapid growth in QCDs as a 
preferred option of giving.

What is a QCD? A QCD or IRA rollover charitable gift, is a transfer from an IRA custodian directly to a charitable 
organization. 

Why use a QCD? Once you turn 70 ½ years of age, you must withdraw a portion of your IRA each year. You pay 
income tax on the portion you withdraw. If you fail to withdraw your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD), you 
will face stiff penalties. The law allows IRA owners over age 70½ to donate up to $100,000 to a qualified charity 
each year. The gift may fulfill your RMD and is not taxed. You may also easily leave a legacy gift using a QCD as well.

Is there a tax benefit? Yes! With the recent changes to the tax code, experts estimate that the percentage of 
Americans who itemize will decrease from 30% in 2017 to 9% in 2019. This means that only 9% of Americans 
will continue to receive the benefit of a tax deduction for charitable giving. However, QCDs provide the ability 
to lower your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI), which is much more valuable than taking an itemized deduction. 
Having a lower AGI can allow you to stay in a lower tax bracket, reduce or eliminate the taxation of Social Security 
or other income, and remain eligible for deductions and credits that might be lost if you had to declare the 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) amount as income.

Is it complicated to make a QCD gift? No! We have partnered with FreeWill to give you a free, intuitive way to 
make this gift. Simply visit www.freewill.com/qcd/unitedway to get started today! 

When should I make my QCD gift? Gifts must be received and cashed by the charity by December 31, 2019 to 
receive the tax benefit for this year. This is the perfect time to start thinking about a QCD for your year end giving! 

For more information, please contact:
Martina Brief, Director of Philanthropy  |  561.375.6679  |  MartinaBrief@UnitedWayPBC.org

The materials provided in this article are not intended as legal or tax advice.  We encourage you to consult your own 
financial advisor to arrange a giving plan that best suits your personal circumstances and vested interest in United Way of 
Palm Beach County.



THE ARC OF THE GLADES
Facility-Based Employment

Johnny began attending The Arc of the Glades in 
1997. Fresh out of high school, he began the service 
continuum in the Arc’s facility-based services. Johnny 
has Cerebral Palsy, which limits his mobility and use 
of his hands. The Arc staff knew that Johnny could 
benefit from Occupational Therapy (OT), but there 
were no providers in the Glades area. The Arc made 
connections that allowed an Occupational Therapist to 
begin providing services at their facility so that clients 
could receive the much-needed therapy. 

The therapist taught the staff about exercises between 
sessions that help clients make quicker progress. Staff 
worked with Johnny and saw great improvement. As 
a result, Johnny began to train on the Janitorial Work 
Crew and Lawn Crew. Through this training, he learned 
the skills necessary to operate lawn mowers and 
proper equipment needed to safely perform the task. 
Johnny has become a very valued member of the work 
crews and even opened his own lawn maintenance 
business where he provides lawn service for neighbors 
and others in the community in the evenings and on 
weekends. He is such a dedicated worker that when 
one of The Arc’s mowers needed repair, Johnny asked 
if he could bring his mower from home so that The 
Arc’s grass could be cut. 

Johnny continues to work on the crews because there 
is not enough demand for paid lawn care in the Glades 
area to have a full-time business. So, he comes to The 
Arc for training and to earn additional income.
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ALZHEIMER'S COMMUNITY CARE
Care Navigation and Advocacy Project 

(CNAP) 

Dan was a long-time agricultural worker in the Glades. 
He was born and raised in Pahokee and wants to remain 
there. Dan's family became concerned when he was no 
longer able to remember certain things. At first, they 
thought it was simply a result of normal aging, since 
Dan was in his late 80’s. Through a friend, however, they 
learned of Alzheimer’s Community Care and placed a 
call when they realized his condition was getting worse. 

When the nurse met with Dan and his family, his Brief 
Interview for Mental Status (BIMS), a standard cognitive 
measurement tool, was very low. He was living alone and 
did not have much food in the home. He had not been to 
the doctor in several years and had stopped taking any
medications. Care Navigators connected Dan with 
Medicaid Managed Care, which enabled him to see a 
doctor. He was able to get his necessary medications 
and was connected with Home Delivered Meals 
and Homemaking Services. The nurse arranged 
for him to enroll in Alzheimer’s Community Care’s 
Specialized Alzheimer’s Day Care in Pahokee. As 
a result of these connections, Dan’s BIMS Score 
increased.  He continues to thrive in daycare, 
where he enjoys singing with the other patients.

Edith Di Francesco
Vice President, Engineering 

Carrier Transicold & Refrigeration Systems
Tocqueville Society Member

I developed a sense of community 
and desire to help others 
through the values my family 
instilled in me as a young child.  
Our family has also been the 
beneficiary of services available 
in the community, particularly 
in support of my brother who 
was born with severe learning 

disabilities and will require support in daily living for 
his lifetime.  

I began my support of United Way early in my career 
and have grown increasingly impressed with the 
organization over the 30+ years of my involvement.  No 
charitable organization can do everything, but United 
Way comes close in its ability to bring together the 
diverse resources existing in a community and make 
them visible and accessible to those in need.  Their 
knowledge of the community also allows them to 
identify gaps in services and encourage and support the 
creation of new services to address those needs, such 
as the recently launched MISSION UNITED to assist 
members of the military transition back to civilian life.

After moving to Florida two years ago, one of my first 
steps in acclimating to the community was to align 
with the United Way of Palm Beach County.  As a 
Tocqueville Society member, my contributions support 
United Way’s effort to provide access for all those in 
our community to the basics: a quality education, a 
safe place to sleep, financial stability, good medical 
care, and enough to eat.   Everyone deserves for these 
fundamental needs to be met, and I am proud to play 
my part in making that happen.

That's Why I Give to United Way.

"Facility-Based Employment" 
IMPACT

 One of the first providers in the area to 
introduce Virtual Reality for job training

 Increased work opportunities to allow 
three more clients to earn a paycheck

 Implementing new Career Counseling 
Information and Referral class designed to 
educate, empower, and explore employment 
opportunities and the individual’s personal 
dreams 

Your Investment 
By the Numbers

"Care Navigation and Advocacy Project " 
IMPACT

 Enables 830 residents in the Glades 
community to remain at home throughout 
the course of the disease 
 
 50% of participants are Latino or African 
American, which research shows are one and 
a half to twice as likely to develop Alzheimer’s 

 97% of patients are 101% below the 
federal poverty line 
  



If we have inadvertently made an error or omission, please accept our 
sincerest apologies. So we may correct the oversight, please contact:
Danielle Hanson, Vice President of Major Gifts and Planned Giving

561-375-6649 or DanielleHanson@UnitedWayPBC.org

Tocqueville Society MEMBERS 

MILLION DOLLAR ROUNDTABLE
$1,000,000 and above (Cumulative Giving)

Countess Henrietta de Hoernle*
Mrs. Sara Jo Kobacker*
Mrs. Mary Ann Perper

Mr. John F. Scarpa
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Zimmerman

NATIONAL SOCIETY
$100,000 - $999,999 (Annually)

 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Zimmerman

ORDER OF EQUALITY | $50,000 - $74,999

Anonymous
Peggy and Bob Walter

ORDER OF LIBERTY | $25,000 - $49,999

Anonymous
Mr. Robert M. Beren

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen and Gabriella Demeritt
Mr. and Mrs. George Giguere

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Gilbane, Jr.
Mr. James Robo 

Mrs. Ramona Ann Spears 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Walsh

ORDER OF INDEPENDENCE | $15,000 - $24,999

Anonymous (x2)
William and Mary Donnell 

Mr. George T. Elmore
Mr. and Mrs. Brett and Brijin Frazee

Mr. Cary Ginter
Judith and Tom Giuffrida 
Mrs. Martha B. Hartfiel

Mr. and Mrs. Brand and Pamela Meyer
Mr. Stephen C. Moore
Lee and Jenny Owen

Mr. Armando Pimentel
Del & Barbara Williamson

SOCIETY MEMBERS | $10,000 - $14,999
Anonymous (x2)

Mr. Miguel Arechabala
Mr. and Mrs. Barney Barnett

Gene and Joyce Bolton
Mr. Larry E. Brown

Mrs. Fabiola Brumley
Mr. Dan Cane

Mrs. Deborah H. Caplan
Christine and Larry Carsman

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander R. Castaldi
Ms. Denise Crumm

Ms. Julie Fisher Cummings
Ms. Edith Di Francesco
Frank and Helga Doyle

Michael T. and Ruth Ann Dunn 
Ms. Laura Anne Elder

Ray and Nancy Faloona
Mr. Alfonso “Alfy” Fanjul
Mr. Jose “Pepe” Fanjul
Tricia and David Foley

Madeline and Sidney Forbes
Mr. Sam A. Forrest 

David and Judy Frey
Dr. Laurie J. George

Kenneth L. and Summer J. Groves
Gursahaney Family Foundation

Lew and Sherry Hay
Mr. George M. Jamgochian
John and Michelle Ketchum

Mr. Berton Korman
Dr. Rene Lerer

 Robert, Jon, and Lori Levinson
Brinck Lowery

Mr. Mark Maisto
Mr. John Marasco

Arthur and Susan Menor
Ms. Kimberly R. Mullins

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Nicklaus
Ms. Heather Nisbeth 

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Perrella
Ms. Christine Petranchuk

Nancy and Steve Schwartz
Mr. Eric Silagy

Mr. Lawrence Silverstein 
Mr. Jeffrey Sopshin

Mr. James M. Strathmeyer, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William Striebe 

Mr. Paul S. Tischler 
Mr. Keith A. VanderVeen

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Walcott
Mr. Peter Wellman 

Meryl and Charles Witmer
Mr. William L. Yeager 

 As of September 2019

*Deceased

Join us for our upcoming Tocqueville Events!

December 4, 2019
Tocqueville & Leadership Luncheon
"CEO of the Year" Jim McNerney, Jr.
11:30 – 1:00 PM | Table 26 Palm Beach

We hope to see you at our next luncheon featuring Walter James "Jim" McNerney, Jr.  McNerney has led some of 
America’s most distinguished and recognizable companies including executive roles at GE, 3M and Boeing, the 
world’s largest aerospace company. Under McNerney, Boeing's financial performance steadily improved, with 
revenue rising 73% to a record $90.8 billion in 2014 from $52.5 billion in 2004, the year before he became CEO.

In 2015, he was named “CEO of the Year” by Chief Executive magazine, an honor previously bestowed on Bill 
Gates (Microsoft), Michael Dell (Dell Computers) and Bob Iger (Disney). McNerney also remains deeply engaged 
in the non-profit and business communities, serving on the Kennedy Center board of trustees by appointment 
of President Barack Obama and the board of trustees of the Center for Strategic and International Studies. He 
has previously chaired the President’s Export Council, Business Roundtable, the US-China Business Council and 
the Business Council.  He is a director of Procter & Gamble, a director of IBM, a member of the Field Museum 
Board of Trustees in Chicago, a trustee of Northwestern University and the chair of the Northwestern Memorial 
HealthCare Board.

Scottish born photographer Harry Benson CBE came to America with The Beatles 
in 1964 and never looked back. He began working for LIFE magazine in 1967 and 
became its most published photographer during the next 30 years. His photographs 
have appeared in countless publications including Vanity Fair, Forbes, Town & 
Country, Fortune, New York Magazine, and many more. Mr. Benson is the only 
photographer to have photographed the last 12 U.S. Presidents — from President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower to President Donald J. Trump. 

Mr. Benson marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., during the Civil Rights 
Movement; was next to Senator Robert Kennedy when he was assassinated; imbedded with US troops in Dessert 

Storm, Black Hawk Down; covered starvation in Somalia, and was the exclusive photographer on 
USA for AFRICA recording session. In 2009, he was appointed a Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II for service to photography. His portrait of Queen 
Elizabeth II in Buckingham Palace was commissioned by and is the official portrait of the National 
Portrait Gallery of  Scotland.

RSVP: Cherish Ramkissoon  561.375.6669   
CherishRamkissoon@UnitedWayPBC.org

January 30, 2020 | An Evening with Harry Benson  | 5:30 – 8:00 PM | EMKO

Lunch generously sponsored by

Sponsored by



                                                                                                                                                

George Elmore, Tocqueville Society Cabinet Member & UW Board Member; 
Kim Jones, UW Board Chair; Dr. Laurie George, UW President & CEO; 

Frank Compiani, Incoming UW Board Chair
Marti LaTour  and George Elmore, 

Tocqueville Society Cabinet Member & 
UW Board Member

BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS  |  SEPTEMBER 18

LEADING THE WAY!

Danielle Hanson, Sr. V.P. of Development, 
UWPBC and Steve Demeritt,

Tocqueville Society Cabinet Member

Our CEO, Dr. Laurie George, had the honor of presenting United Way of Palm Beach County’s approach to 
the Modern United Way movement at the United Way USA Board of Trustees meeting. With 1,100 United 
Ways in the U.S., we must strive to work together as one network to strengthen how we work individually 
to be the modern United Way our community needs. Leading with a growth mindset, we will focus on 
innovation, teamwork, performance and accountability, data-driven decision making, and authentic and 
diverse community engagement. As potential donors are looking to invest and get involved in efforts 
that line up with their own interests, we must develop compelling content, tailor communications and 
experiences, and deliver them on user-friendly digital platforms. We are excited to be part of leading this 
charge into the future. United, we all win!  

Thank you to our 400 partners, sponsors and friends who joined us for our 
7th annual Breakfast of Champions where we launched our new initiative, 
MISSION UNITED! This effort will support navigation services for veterans and 
their families, connecting them to affordable housing support, employment 
services, education, legal assistance, health care and other resources with a 
single-entry point to the help they need. Nearly 150 volunteers stayed after to 
participate in our Day of Caring project and packed 1,000 veteran care kits that 
will be distributed to veterans locally and overseas.

Jon Levinson, Tocqueville 
Society Member & UW Board 
Member; Pamela Calzadilla, 
CEO, Meals on Wheels of the 
Palm Beaches, Ruth Mageria, 
CEO, CROS Ministries; Jessica 
Monteiro, UW staff

MODERN UNITED WAY

Dr. Laurie George with Brian Gallagher, 
United Way Worldwide CEO


