
REFLECTING ON 2020
A Message from Dr. Laurie George, President & CEO
 
As I reflect on what this year has brought to our community, I feel an overwhelming 
sense of gratitude among the uncertainty and difficulties we faced. I appreciate the ways 
our dedicated donors stood with us, hand in hand, and gave United Way of Palm Beach 
County the capacity to continue providing access to basic needs to a growing population, 
as we saw the economic impacts on our hard working families surge exponentially due to 
the coronavirus. Thank you for your impact as our generous Tocqueville Society members, 
donating an additional $260,000 to our COVID-19 Response Fund to meet the critical needs of our county.

In many ways, this pandemic focused our attention on what is important in our lives: quality 
time with our loved ones and our overall wellbeing. In much the same way, COVID-19 

amplified and refocused United Way of Palm Beach County’s mission of ensuring that 
families in our neighbors have access to basic needs, so they too can embrace what is 
truly important in life. 

Through our network of funded partners and initiatives, we are connecting people to 
food through our Food Finder Map, providing wifi hot spots to families in low income 

areas so their children can continue to learn remotely, and supporting programs that 
are providing virtual mentoring and mental health services.

Your generosity helps us be the safety net for 
people in Palm Beach County. One meal, one month of 

rent assistance, one electric wheelchair, one caring adult in a youth’s 
life, or one visit to a doctor can change a life and give them the chance 
to achieve their full potential. 

In this newsletter, you will see how your investment in United Way 
produced a ripple effect of impact and the ways you can continue to partner with us to meet critical needs. 

Thank you for being champions and the Heart of PBC.

Tocqueville Society Member Spotlight

Dan Cane
Modernizing Medicine

It is nearly impossible to talk about United Way without calling to mind the words 
"community" or "impact." Those are important; however, I want to focus on the word 
"trust" and why that matters. United Way built and earned its brand through years of proven 
financial responsibility and consistent execution. Why does that matter? The more people 
trust United Way, the easier it is to give. The easier it is to give, the more people participate. 

The more people participate, the greater the impact. That impact builds trust, which closes and reinforces the 
virtuous cycle. It sounds so simple, yet we often overlook the importance of this "trust" in United Way. 

I grew up in South Florida, and my wife and I always knew this was the community where we wanted to raise our 
family. Our children are fortunate to attend excellent public schools and see the diversity of people and cultures 
that make our home special. They volunteer their time helping the environment and engaging with other kids 
their ages who have special needs. They are wise enough to understand it takes both time and treasure to make 
an impact. Willpower and great programs aren't enough. Funding is critical, which brings us back to why a brand 
we can trust is so important. 

I trust United Way. I see the impact it makes on thousands of people in our community, and I am proud to play 
a role that strengthens our virtuous cycle. 

That's Why I Give to United Way.

Help Us Continue to Create Change.
This year has been challenging for our community. United Way of Palm Beach County is at the forefront of 
developing sustainable solutions to address critical needs. We are adapting to meet the growing demands of 
local nonprofit organizations due to COVID-19, innovating with our partners to provide equitable access to 
education, and mobilizing volunteers and resources to provide immediate hunger relief to children and families. 

Because of your support, we have been able to provide critical solutions for Palm Beach County’s most pressing 
issues. We will continue to assess the increasing needs in our community and have seen firsthand that the 
demand for solutions and assistance is greater now than ever before. 

Please consider an end of year gift or refer a friend to the Tocqueville Society to help United Way of Palm Beach 
County rise to the challenge. 

If you are interested in making a gift or learning more about how your gift will make an impact, please contact 
Nicole Shaia, Director of Philanthropy I NicoleShaia@UnitedWayPBC.org I 561-375-6635. 
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In March 2020, United Way of Palm Beach County 
and a coalition of nine local funders launched the 
COVID-19 Relief and Response Grant for Nonprofits 
in Palm Beach and Martin Counties in response to 
the economic impacts due to the coronavirus. Over 
40 percent of the requests for relief came from 
nonprofits in need of infrastructure support to keep 
their doors open and staff employed to bring critical 
services to more clients than ever before. Together, 
the funders coalition raised and distributed more 
than $9 million of aid, fulfilling nearly a third of the 
requests.

The coronavirus altered the way we live, how 
companies conduct business, and how nonprofits 
serve the community, including how United Way of 
Palm Beach County’s Hunger Relief team and our 
partners fight hunger.

• Food insecurity increased by 62 percent due to 
the economic impact of COVID-19.

• More than 300,000 people in Palm Beach County 
are relying on food pantries, many for the first time.

• SNAP applications have increased by 380% 
between February 2020 and May 2020.

Our Hunger Relief team quickly adjusted best 
practices to meet social distancing guidelines, 
helped expand home delivered meals 
to vulnerable seniors, raised critical 
funds, distributed personal protection 
equipment, and provided unique 
solutions to help food providers serve 
more residents than ever before.

To continue helping our community have access 
to basic needs, United Way is partnering with Palm 
Beach County to distribute four million dollars of 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act funding to nonprofit agencies in our community. 
As a trusted community leader and funder, United 
Way has established an efficient process for allocating 
this funding to eligible organizations.

THE FOOD FINDER MAP 

There are nearly 200 sites in Palm Beach County where 
anyone can quickly find locations near them serving 
hot meals, providing free food items, and selling af-
fordable produce. It has received nearly 60,000 views 
since its launch this summer.

UNITED FARMER’S ALLIANCE

United Way and our partners are actively engaged in 
creating a community infrastructure that produces 
long-term benefits like increasing residents’ 
access to fresh produce, reducing food waste, and 
supporting the farming community. 

With a grant from our COVID-19 Response Fund, 
United Way of Palm Beach County is partnering 
with United Farmers Alliance, a group of more than 
40 Palm Beach County farmers transforming the 
landscape of hunger relief. 

Launched in January 2020, United Farmers 
Alliance has created an all-in-one “Farm to Family” 
distribution process to bring affordable, fresh 
produce directly from Palm Beach County farmers 
to food insecure families via sustainable distribution 
methods. 

United Way of Palm Beach County’s Hunger Relief 
Plan relies on strong partnerships and relationships 
to locate resources and create solutions. Even in 
the midst of this new normal, the nonprofit and for-
profit sectors are finding unique ways to collaborate 
and alleviate hunger in extraordinary ways.

As the need for food, housing support, and health 
services grows due to economic drivers, the Palm 
Beach County CARES for Nonprofits Grant helps eligible 
organizations continue providing these resources, but 
funds must be utilized by December 31, 2020. Gaps in 
funding are still present, and the long-term, economic 
repercussions of COVID-19 will extend well into 2021.

Before the onset of COVID-19, 46 percent of 
households in Palm Beach County were 

living below the cost of living. Twelve 
percent of households live beneath the 
poverty threshold, and 34 percent of local 
households are gainfully employed and 
living above the poverty threshold, but still 

not making enough income to afford the 
basic cost of living in Palm Beach County.

Based on the increase in families in need of food and 
housing assistance, we anticipate this number to 
continue to grow. Our work must continue to ensure 
everyone has a quality education, a place to live, 
financial stability, good medical care, and enough to eat.

A TRUSTED PARTNER

Total
requests to this 

application 
surged above 
$26 million.

Two innovations will continue to serve our 
community as we adjust to this new normal in 
fighting hunger: The Palm Beach County Food 
Finder Map and a partnership with United 
Farmers Alliance. 



If we have inadvertently made an error or omission, please accept our 
sincerest apologies. So we may correct the oversight, please contact:
Nicole Shaia, Director of Philanthropy | NicoleShaia@UnitedWayPBC.org
561-375-6635

MILLION DOLLAR ROUNDTABLE
$1,000,000 and above (Cumulative Giving)

Countess Henrietta de Hoernle*
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur & Sara Jo Kobacker*

Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. & Mary Ann Perper*
Mr. John F. Scarpa

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Zimmerman

NATIONAL SOCIETY
$100,000 - $999,999 (Annually)

 
Mr. James L. Robo & Mrs. Meredith B. Trim 

ORDER OF EQUALITY | $50,000 - $74,999 

Mr. Robert M. Beren

ORDER OF LIBERTY | $25,000 - $49,999

Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen & Gabriella Demeritt

Mr. and Mrs. George & Mary Giguere
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Gilbane, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom A. & Judith Giuffrida 
Mr. Brinck Lowery

Mr. and Mrs. Lee S. & Jenny Owen
Mrs. Ramona Ann Spears

Mr. Paul S. Tischler 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Walsh, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Zimmerman

ORDER OF INDEPENDENCE | $15,000 - $24,999

Anonymous (2)
Mrs. Deborah H. Caplan 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry & Christine Carsman 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. & Mary Donnell 

Mr. George T. Elmore
Mr. Cary W. Ginter

Mrs. Martha B. Hartfiel
Kathleen and T. Christopher Mara Fund Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Moore
Mr. Henry Ristuccia

Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Walcott, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Del & Barbara Williamson

SOCIETY MEMBERS | $10,000 - $14,999

Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Barney Barnett
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur P. Bellis

Mr. Jonathan Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Gene & Joyce Bolton

The David Brodsky Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Brown

Mrs. Fabiola N. Brumley 
Mr. Dan Cane

Mr. and Mrs. Al R. & Karen Castaldi
Mr. and Mrs. Frank & Marguerite Compiani

Mr. Sean O. Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. and Julie F. Cummings

Ms. Edith Di Francesco
Mr. and Mrs. Frank P. & Helga Doyle

Ms. Laura Anne Elder
Mr. and Mrs. Ray & Nancy Faloona

Mr. Alfonso "Alfy" B. Fanjul
Mr. and Mrs. Jose "Pepe" Fanjul

Mr. Mark Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney E. & Madelin Forbes

Mr. and Mrs. Brett & Brijin Frazee
Mr. and Mrs. David G. & Judy Frey

Mr. Alan N. Garcia
Mr. Jim Sahnger & Dr. Laurie J. George 

Ms. Melanie Sunshine Giorno
Ms. Donna Glenn

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. & Summer J. Groves
Gursahaney Family Foundation 

Mr. and Mrs. Lew & Sherry Hay III
Mrs. Sallie Korman

Ms. Margaret Krupa
Mr. and Mrs. Jon R. & Lori Levinson

Mr. Robert E. Levinson
Mr.  John P. Marasco

Mr. and Mrs. Sergio A. Mariaca
Mr. W James McNerney, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. & Susan Menor
Mr. and Mrs. Brand & Pamela Meyer

 Mr. and Mrs. Jack W. Nicklaus
Ms. Heather Nisbeth 

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Perrella
Ms. Christine M. Petranchuk

Mr. and Mrs. Steve B. & Nancy Schwartz
Mr. Eric E. Silagy

Mr. John Slyh
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Sopshin

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Striebe, Jr.
Mr. Peter N. Wellman 
Mr. Timothy Wilhelmy

 As of November 2020

*Deceased

Introducing the New Tocqueville Cabinet Chairman
Brett Frazee, Vice President for Enterprise Fleet Management

Brett Frazee serves as Vice President for Enterprise Fleet Management where 
he has worked for over 24 years. Mr. Frazee is an experienced executive with a 
demonstrated history of working in the transportation industry, and is skilled in 
negotiation, budgeting, business planning, operations management, and coaching.  
He is proud to be part of a company with an unwavering focus on customer service, 
employee development and continual improvement. 

He served on the board United Way of Broward County from January 2010 to 
December 2017. He is a former President of the Board of Directors of the Fort 
Lauderdale Executives' Association where he was involved from 2009 – 2014.  Brett 
earned a BA in Political Science from Colorado State University. He lives in Boca 
Raton FL with his wife and two sons.

As Chair of the Alexis de Tocqueville Society Cabinet, his goals are to enhance the 
donor experience though onboarding and communication and to increase the depth 
and breadth the Tocqueville Society of Palm Beach County.

Please welcome Brett as our Chairman! 

Mr. Arthur Bellis (Retired)

Mr. Frank Compiani, CPA, RSM US LLP

Mr. Steve Demeritt, General Mills (Retired)

Ms. Edith DiFrancesco, UTC Carrier

Mr. George T. Elmore, Hardrives

Mr. Alan N. Garcia, EY

Mr. Jon R. Levinson, REL Enterprises

Mr. Art J. Menor, Esq., Shutts & Bowen

Mr. Guy Millner (Retired)

Ms. Heather Nisbeth, EY

Mr. Del Williamson, GE (Retired)

Mr. BRETT FRAZEE
Enterprise Holdings

Tocqueville Cabinet Chairman

Tocqueville Cabinet

Tocqueville Society MEMBERS



Nicole Shaia joins United Way of Palm Beach County as the 
Director of Philanthropy where she will be working alongside 
the executive leadership team on the Tocqueville Society, major 
gifts, and planned giving. Nicole has worked in the nonprofit 
sector for over 10 years focusing on community development, 
outreach, and fundraising. Over the course of her career, 
she has helped organizations increase annual revenue and 
donor retention rates, develop innovative engagement and 
partnership collaborations, and achieve impact growth. She has 
worked for organizations that focused on public health, poverty 
alleviation, global hunger relief, and veteran services. Nicole 
recently moved to Palm Beach County from Connecticut after graduating from NYU’s Robert 
F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service with an MPA in Nonprofit Management, Social 
Innovation, and Impact Investing. She is excited to join United Way of Palm Beach County 
and looks forward to getting to know our loyal Tocqueville members in the coming months!

TocquevilleHIGHLIGHTS 

Boca Raton Observer

November 2020 Giving Issue | Wonder Women Feature

Dr. Laurie George Leads The Organization With Heart

Dr. Laurie George has spent her life leading with her heart. That compassion guides her 

career purpose of impacting the needs of Palm Beach County’s most vulnerable citizens.

The mother of six and first female president and CEO of United Way of Palm Beach County 

has tirelessly worked to increase the organization’s long-lasting community impact through 

its collaborative programs. 

“When you see the results and the lives that are changed, it becomes a passion,” says Dr. 

George. “At the heart of our work are the people of Palm Beach County working together 

to help everyone gain access to basic needs. Everyone deserves a better life and an equal 

playing field.”

Taking the helm at United Way of Palm Beach County seven years ago, her nonprofit career 

started on the ground level, working at a parent-child counseling center.

Today, Dr. George mentors other CEOs and influences programs 

throughout the United Way network, including her contribution at 

United Way Worldwide, focusing on diversity, equity and inclusion in 

all aspects of their work. 

“We’ve been resilient the past couple years. From the Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School shooting tragedy to Hurricane Dorian through today’s COVID-19 

pandemic, we take the role as the community’s safety net seriously,” says Dr. George. “As 

community leaders, it takes perseverance to address social inequities and reimagine how 

nonprofits serve our neighbors during the pandemic. We need everyone’s voice and energy 

to make an impact.”

During the pandemic, United Way of Palm Beach County has worked with media, businesses 

and volunteers to raise more than $1.5 million to address the increased needs of the 

community.

“There is no better feeling than seeing a child succeed, a family thrive or a senior citizen 

independent,” Dr. George says. “Innovative solutions start with heart. We want everyone 

who interacts with United Way to see, feel and be the heart of Palm Beach County.”

An Exclusive Fireside Chat with John Potter | December 9th

We are excited to invite you to an inspirational virtual experience!

Guest speaker: John Potter, Chair for the U.S Council on Tocqueville Society and Million Dollar 
Roundtable with United Way Worldwide. 

John will lead an engaging discussion on the impact that Tocqueville Society members  have 
made on a national level. Attendees will also have an opportunity to participate in an exclusive 
Q&A session with John, Dr. Laurie George, President & CEO, United Way of Palm Beach County, 
and Jennifer Gipp, Director, Major Giving & Tocqueville Society, United Way Worldwide.  
 Date: December 9, 2020
 Time: 9:00 am – 10:00 am Eastern Standard Time
 Location: This event will be held virtually. 
	 *Registered	attendees	will	receive	information	to	dial	in	by	phone	or	join	by	video

To register for this event, please contact Nicole Shaia: NicoleShaia@UnitedWayPBC.org 

Meet Nicole Shaia our new Director of Philanthropy
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