Tocqueville Society Member Spotlight

Deb Caplan

Executive Vice President, Human Resources and Corporate Services
NextEra Energy
I come from a family with a history of volunteerism and my strongest memories of growing
up are of giving back. My parents’ generosity knows no bounds; it is never if, but how
much, we will give. And their volunteer commitments have always been very broad: My
grandparents delivered meals to shut-ins, my dad taught English as a second language and
my mom still volunteers regularly at the food bank for the last 48 years. We were always lending a hand to a
neighbor, supporting local schools, contributing to the community or helping out at church. Giving time, talent
and treasure are a big part of my family legacy and one that I hope I will pass down too.
United Way became a focus of my own giving once I joined General Electric. I volunteered locally at each of the
locations I worked, and pledged to United Way too. Eventually I ran the annual United Way pledge drive at a GE
Capital business which had over 200 locations at the time. That was quite a challenge when all the pledge cards
still had to be collected by hand and giving was performed without the internet!
When I joined NextEra Energy, I was delighted that my company shared my deep commitment to giving back and
to United Way. I learned of the strength of United Way local leadership and the breadth of our impact in Palm
Beach County as I became a Tocqueville Society member. I serve on a few local boards that have long appreciated
United Way’s partnership. And I believe United Way has really stepped up to help those in need through this
pandemic. The needs in the community are as pressing as ever, and United Way connects those in need with
those with the ability and willingness to give.

That's Why I Give to United Way.

HELPING PBC’S NONPROFIT COMMUNITY RECOVER
Over this last year, the pandemic has challenged us to think differently and develop innovative solutions to
tackle the county’s toughest issues. Despite the uncertainty over this last year, United Way of Palm Beach County
continued to serve as a safety net in the community and invested in effective solutions. We were able to move the
needle with $1.5M raised for COVID-Relief and $4M in CARES Act funding distributed to over 216 organizations.
Although we have been able to respond to emerging needs, people are losing their jobs on a daily basis, and as a
result, more people than ever before are visiting food banks for the first time. In addition, local organizations who
are serving vulnerable populations are struggling financially and faced with the possibility of closing their doors.
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A SEASON OF TRANSFORMATIONAL CHANGE
A Message from Dr. Laurie George, President & CEO
As we spring into a new season – one we hope is full of health, optimism for in-person
gatherings, and a renewed spirit of caring for our neighbors – I am encouraged by the
strength and resilience of our community.
Each day, the United Way team continues to produce innovative ways to provide
food resources to more children, seniors, and families than ever before; utilize
virtual and socially-distanced platforms to provide thousands of households
with free tax filing; and are leading the county’s volunteer recruitment
efforts for critical projects like vaccination sites.
Our accomplishments, combined with gratitude, helps give us hope
and spurs us forward in our efforts to create long-term, equitable
change. With extraordinary gifts, like our recent $10 million gift from
philanthropist MacKenzie Scott, and the continued investments from
our dedicated Tocqueville Society members, we will see a better,
stronger tomorrow in Palm Beach County.
I look forward to connecting with
each of you and being your partner in
transforming Palm Beach County into
a place where everyone can thrive.

We received COVID-19 relief requests totaling $27M dollars from 520 organizations in Palm Beach County who are
in this difficult position. These partner agencies provide direct services for those in need, and now for those who
never saw themselves needing assistance.
Together, we can help Palm Beach County’s nonprofit community recover and thrive again.
Please consider making a gift to United Way
or refer a friend to join the Tocqueville Society.

Nicole Shaia, Director of Major Gifts
NicoleShaia@UnitedWayPBC.org
561-375-6635

UnitedWayPBC.org/Donate

477 S. Rosemary Ave. | Suite 230
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
561.375.6600

OUR COMMUNITY

YOU'RE IMPACTING

EPILEPSY FLORIDA

Eliminating Barriers to Health
Rosandra was diagnosed with
epilepsy as a child, but did not
receive the health care needed
to control her seizures. At the age
of 20, Rosandra moved to Florida
with dreams of finding a good job
and starting a new life. Without
access to regular neurological
care, she found herself frequently
visiting the emergency room to
receive temporary stabilization
for her seizures.
Desperate for help, Rosandra found Epilepsy
Florida’s (EFL) website. She and her mother
visited EFL, and Rosandra walked out of the
office that day with all her health care services
in place. Rosandra is now monitored by an
epilepsy specialist, financially sponsored by
EFL. She was also connected with no-cost
medications through
the Department of
Health, psychological
services, and other
community resources. Now, Rosandra's seizures
are much more controlled. She is happy with her
progress and feels empowered by the support
provided by Epilepsy Florida’s program.
Through critical funding from United Way
of Palm Beach County, Epilepsy Florida can
eliminate barriers to health care access in Palm
Beach County and help people like Rosandra live
healthier lives.

ACCESS TO CARE IMPACT
13 Funded Programs
14,274 Clients Served

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mental Health During the Pandemic and Beyond

VOLUNTEER INCOME TAX ASSISTANCE
Program

For 18 years, United Way of Palm Beach County’s
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program
has provided financial stability to thousands of
low to moderate-income households across Palm
Beach County through preparing their income tax
returns.
VITA truly highlights United
Way’s strength: engaging local
businesses through corporate
gifts and volunteerism to
meet critical needs in our
community.
United Way
receives funding for our VITA
program from corporate and
community partners like Bank of America, Third
Federal Bank, Wells Fargo, and Palm Beach County
who tangibly demonstrate their believe in this
important work.
United Way of Palm Beach County is proud to
support the VITA program and bring financial
stability and economic vitality to our community.

HEART OF THE MATTER

Wednesday, May 19th | 12pm | Virtual

United Way of PBC is continuing to lead its virtual
community conversation series called Heart of
the Matter. Each bi-monthly conversation focuses
on relevant, timely topics with an expert panel of
local and regional community leaders regarding
the current state of needs in our community like
food insecurity, housing support, access to medical
care, education, mentorship, and more. Hear from
diverse perspectives on challenges, collaborations,
and ways you can get involved.
In May, the Heart of the Matter discussion will be
on Mental Health During the Pandemic and Beyond:
An Informative Conversation on Mental Health and
Trauma-Informed Care. Panelists will discuss local
mental health issues compacted by the pandemic,
and social/racial unrest, various types of trauma
and how to foster resiliency skills, mental health
initiatives focused on behavioral health and wellbeing, and local resources for adults, youth, families,
veterans, and businesses.
Panelists include:

UPCOMING HEART OF THE MATTER
CONVERSATIONS

Tammy Fields
Director, Youth Services Department
Palm Beach County

Wednesday, July 21st
Hunger Insecurity in PBC

Lauren Zuchman
Executive Director, BeWellPBC

Wednesday, September 15th
Financial Stability in PBC

Kenya Madison
Senior Director, Healthier Delray Beach
Sharon L'Herrou
President & CEO, 211 Palm Beach/Treasure Coast

Wednesday, November 15th
Faces of Homelessness in PBC
Visit UnitedWayPBC.org/Events to register
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Tocqueville Society MEMBERS
MILLION DOLLAR ROUNDTABLE

$1,000,000 and above (Cumulative Giving)
Countess Henrietta de Hoernle*
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur & Sara Jo Kobacker*
Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. & Mary Ann Perper*
Mr. John F. Scarpa
Ms. MacKenzie Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Zimmerman

NATIONAL SOCIETY

$100,000 - $999,999 (Annually)
Mr. James L. Robo & Mrs. Meredith B. Trim

ORDER OF EQUALITY | $50,000 - $74,999
Anonymous (1)
Mr. Robert M. Beren

ORDER OF LIBERTY | $25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous (1)
Bernard & Pamela Barbash Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen & Gabriella Demeritt
Mr. and Mrs. George & Mary Giguere
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Gilbane, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Lee S. & Jenny Owen
Mrs. Ramona Ann Spears
Mr. Paul S. Tischler
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Walsh, Jr.

ORDER OF INDEPENDENCE | $15,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (2)
Mrs. Deborah H. Caplan
Mr. and Mrs. William E. & Mary Donnell
Mr. George T. Elmore
Mr. Cary W. Ginter
Mr. and Mrs. Tom A. & Judith Giuffrida
Mrs. Martha B. Hartfiel
Mr. Brinck Lowery
Kathleen and T. Christopher Mara Fund Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Moore
Mr. Henry Ristuccia
Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Walcott, Jr.
*Deceased
List as of April 2021
If we have inadvertently made an error or omission, please accept our
sincerest apologies. So we may correct the oversight, please contact:
Nicole Shaia, Director of Major Gifts| NicoleShaia@UnitedWayPBC.org
561-375-6635

SOCIETY MEMBERS | $10,000 - $14,999
Mr. and Mrs. Barney Barnett
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur P. Bellis
Mr. Jonathan Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Gene & Joyce Bolton
The David Brodsky Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. Brown
Mrs. Fabiola N. Brumley
Mr. Dan Cane
Mr. and Mrs. Larry & Christine Carsman
Mr. and Mrs. Al R. & Karen Castaldi
Mr. and Mrs. Frank & Marguerite Compiani
Mr. Sean O. Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. & Julie F. Cummings
Ms. Edith Di Francesco
Mr. and Mrs. Frank P. & Helga Doyle
Ms. Laura Anne Elder
Mr. and Mrs. Ray & Nancy Faloona
Mr. Alfonso "Alfy" B. Fanjul
Mr. and Mrs. Jose "Pepe" Fanjul
Mr. Mark Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney E. & Madeline Forbes
Mr. and Mrs. Brett & Brijin Frazee
Mr. and Mrs. David G. & Judy Frey
Mr. Alan N. Garcia
Mr. Jim Sahnger & Dr. Laurie J. George
Ms. Melanie Sunshine Giorno
Ms. Donna Glenn
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. & Summer J. Groves
Gursahaney Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Lew & Sherry Hay III
Mrs. Sallie Korman
Ms. Margaret Krupa
Mr. and Mrs. Howard & Kerrie Lance
Mr. and Mrs. Jon R. & Lori Levinson
Mr. Robert E. Levinson
Mr. and Mrs. H. Irwin & Ellen Levy
Mr. John P. Marasco
Mr. and Mrs. Sergio A. Mariaca
Mr. W James McNerney, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. & Suzanne Menor
Mr. and Mrs. Brand & Pamela Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Jack W. Nicklaus
Ms. Heather Nisbeth
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Perrella
Ms. Christine M. Petranchuk
Principal Financial Group Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Steve B. & Nancy Schwartz
Mr. Eric E. Silagy
Mr. John Slyh
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Sopshin
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Striebe, Jr.
Mr. Timothy Wilhelmy
Mr. and Mrs. Del & Barbara Williamson
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Zimmerman

This month is National Volunteer Month, a special time of the year when we
recognize and celebrate the individuals who take bold action and inspire people to
become part of the positive transformation in our community.
We are grateful to our Tocqueville Society Cabinet members and extend our heartfelt
thanks for their leadership to help transform lives every day.
Thank you for being the heart of Palm Beach County!

Mr. BRETT FRAZEE

Enterprise Holdings
Tocqueville Cabinet Chairman

Mr. Arthur Bellis (Retired)
Mr. Frank Compiani, CPA, RSM US LLP
Mr. Steve Demeritt, General Mills (Retired)
Ms. Edith DiFrancesco, UTC Carrier
Mr. George T. Elmore, Hardrives

Mr. Alan N. Garcia, EY
Mr. Jon R. Levinson, REL Enterprises
Mr. Guy Millner (Retired)
Ms. Heather Nisbeth, EY
Mr. Del Williamson, GE (Retired)

Last year, United Way of Palm Beach County organized 8,058 volunteers
who contributed 165,747 hours to help our community flourish,
bringing an in-kind value of over $4.1 million to our local nonprofit
partners providing critical services.
During the pandemic, our Volunteer Center pivoted projects to
follow social distancing guidelines while still providing critical help
and resources to our community. Volunteers gave 695 hours of
their time to help distribute food, PPE, and other hygiene items to
our nonprofit partners and our neighbors in need.
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Last year, United Way of Palm Beach County organized 8,058 volunteers
who contributed 165,747 hours to help our community flourish,
bringing an in-kind value of over $4.1 million to our local nonprofit
partners providing critical services.
During the pandemic, our Volunteer Center pivoted projects to
follow social distancing guidelines while still providing critical help
and resources to our community. Volunteers gave 695 hours of
their time to help distribute food, PPE, and other hygiene items to
our nonprofit partners and our neighbors in need.

TocquevilleHIGHLIGHTS
MacKenzie Scott Transformational Gift Update
This past December, United Way of Palm Beach County received a $10 million gift from philanthropist
MacKenzie Scott. Our team is deeply grateful to be entrusted with a gift of this magnitude and eager to
intentionally use it to remove barriers to success, provide equitable access to critical needs like education,
hunger relief, and housing support, and ultimately help hard working people break out of poverty.
We will utilize United Way’s research-based, data-driven approach to recommend wrap around services, pilot
programs, and innovative solutions to meet our community’s greatest needs. We formed a committee of
staff, board members, and volunteers that will help us determine how to invest this gift and have conducted
conversations with key stakeholders to assess the urgent issues and systems-level approaches to utilizing
these funds for maximum impact.
Our team looks forward to sharing how this gift will be used to change thousands of lives for years to come
and ways you can be our partners in impact to make these funds stretch further to meet increased needs.

Ongoing COVID-19 Response
United Way of Palm Beach County continues to be a trusted leader
in our community’s COVID-19 relief efforts. Below are a few ways
that our team continues to monitor and address emerging needs
and assist with county-wide vaccination efforts.
• $350,000 worth of PPE and hygiene supplies were delivered to 170
local nonprofits, in partnership with Clinics Can Help.
• 165 volunteers have contributed 1,993 hours to help deliver over
100,000 COVID-19 vaccines at county vaccination sites.
• 3,317 individual responses to our COVID-19
Impact survey were gathered, providing critical
insight that will be used at the local, regional,
and national level to address ongoing needs as
a result of the pandemic.
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Tocqueville Society Member Spotlight

Deb Caplan

Executive Vice President, Human Resources and Corporate Services
NextEra Energy
I come from a family with a history of volunteerism and my strongest memories of growing
up are of giving back. My parents’ generosity knows no bounds; it is never if, but how
much, we will give. And their volunteer commitments have always been very broad: My
grandparents delivered meals to shut-ins, my dad taught English as a second language and
my mom still volunteers regularly at the food bank for the last 48 years. We were always lending a hand to a
neighbor, supporting local schools, contributing to the community or helping out at church. Giving time, talent
and treasure are a big part of my family legacy and one that I hope I will pass down too.
United Way became a focus of my own giving once I joined General Electric. I volunteered locally at each of the
locations I worked, and pledged to United Way too. Eventually I ran the annual United Way pledge drive at a GE
Capital business which had over 200 locations at the time. That was quite a challenge when all the pledge cards
still had to be collected by hand and giving was performed without the internet!
When I joined NextEra Energy, I was delighted that my company shared my deep commitment to giving back and
to United Way. I learned of the strength of United Way local leadership and the breadth of our impact in Palm
Beach County as I became a Tocqueville Society member. I serve on a few local boards that have long appreciated
United Way’s partnership. And I believe United Way has really stepped up to help those in need through this
pandemic. The needs in the community are as pressing as ever, and United Way connects those in need with
those with the ability and willingness to give.

That's Why I Give to United Way.

HELPING PBC’S NONPROFIT COMMUNITY RECOVER
Over this last year, the pandemic has challenged us to think differently and develop innovative solutions to
tackle the county’s toughest issues. Despite the uncertainty over this last year, United Way of Palm Beach County
continued to serve as a safety net in the community and invested in effective solutions. We were able to move the
needle with $1.5M raised for COVID-Relief and $4M in CARES Act funding distributed to over 216 organizations.
Although we have been able to respond to emerging needs, people are losing their jobs on a daily basis, and as a
result, more people than ever before are visiting food banks for the first time. In addition, local organizations who
are serving vulnerable populations are struggling financially and faced with the possibility of closing their doors.

TocquevilleIMPACT
An Exclusive Quarterly Newsletter

SPRING 2021

A SEASON OF TRANSFORMATIONAL CHANGE
A Message from Dr. Laurie George, President & CEO
As we spring into a new season – one we hope is full of health, optimism for in-person
gatherings, and a renewed spirit of caring for our neighbors – I am encouraged by the
strength and resilience of our community.
Each day, the United Way team continues to produce innovative ways to provide
food resources to more children, seniors, and families than ever before; utilize
virtual and socially-distanced platforms to provide thousands of households
with free tax filing; and are leading the county’s volunteer recruitment
efforts for critical projects like vaccination sites.
Our accomplishments, combined with gratitude, helps give us hope
and spurs us forward in our efforts to create long-term, equitable
change. With extraordinary gifts, like our recent $10 million gift from
philanthropist MacKenzie Scott, and the continued investments from
our dedicated Tocqueville Society members, we will see a better,
stronger tomorrow in Palm Beach County.
I look forward to connecting with
each of you and being your partner in
transforming Palm Beach County into
a place where everyone can thrive.

We received COVID-19 relief requests totaling $27M dollars from 520 organizations in Palm Beach County who are
in this difficult position. These partner agencies provide direct services for those in need, and now for those who
never saw themselves needing assistance.
Together, we can help Palm Beach County’s nonprofit community recover and thrive again.
Please consider making a gift to United Way
or refer a friend to join the Tocqueville Society.

Nicole Shaia, Director of Major Gifts
NicoleShaia@UnitedWayPBC.org
561-375-6635

UnitedWayPBC.org/Donate
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